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Chairman Reed E. Hundt : LN k4 _
Federal Communications Commiscicn® lxmeTFuECOPYOR[ | ¢
1919 M Street, NW Gm”h
Washington, DC 20554 . N

Dear Chairman Hundt:

It has come to my attention that your office has been
contacted recently by Mr. Raymond W. Blackford. This letter is
to follow-up on my constituent’s behalf.

Mr. Blackford is concerned about .a number of newer FCC
regulations regarding the inspectiocn of radio installations cn
large cargo ships and small passenger ships. I have enclosed a
copy of his very thoughtful and articulate letter sent earl;srﬂm
this month directly to your cffice.

Please give full consideration to Mr. Blackford’s thoughts
and, when appropriate, resﬁénd directly to him in writing. In -7
the interim, if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
contact my Staff Assistant, CGary Gallant, at 202-225-4765. Thank
you. -

L e

c: The Honorable Jack Fidlds
Chairman, House Subgommittee fon Telecommunications;%nd
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Raymond W. Blackford

2214 Edgar Rd.

Point Pleasant, N.J. 08742
21 May 96

Office of the Secretary Included ! Original and 9 copies
Federal Communications Commi'ssion - . -
Washington , D.C. 20554

Re: CI Docket No. 95-55
Amendment of the Commission's Rules: Concerning the Inspection ' . -
of Radio Installaqdons on’'Large Cargo Ships and Small Passanger Shipﬁ R R

. Gentlemen, . P . . o : _
Based on some 25 years experience iny gh darge ship‘radiq industiy, .

“f find the above captioned N.P.R.M. to be a good idea that is long overdue.

However, I also find that it is serjously defective in several respects: .

[
18 The proposal is wholly dependent on tha presout licensing strwcture,
Louhlng in the prcotn licensing structure avides for the evaluation-
of the ifiddvidual's iionesty, integrity , or svundness of Jhdvmeuc _
These are all important attributes for any inspector. ’ ' .

2.‘Nothing in the present licensing structure deals even remotely with
performance standards, methodology,or quality assurance procedures
for carrying ocut inspections.

3. Based on uy own experience as an engineer and as a manager in this industry,
I am of the opiniom that the technical ability required to obtain any grade
of operator's license is just barely adequate to insure competence as an
operator. It is inadequate to insure competence as a techmician , and it is
totally insufficient to garuntee minimal competence as a radio inspector.

‘4. Since the technician,or his-employer , will be retained b§ the shipping.
company, neither of them is sufficilently independent to insure an honest

and impartial inspection. There w#ll always be the implied threat that . 2
i3f you want repeat busiq;ss, you'd hetter go easy on us. e
’. - "..
5. Virtually every other administration has the class society issue the Safety
Certificate, based on the recommendatjon of the technician. With the inception o
of 1S0 9000 standards, the technician and company must be.onAan.approvedﬁldst,~r~ '%
maintained by the class society. . e
5. While it is obvious that rh!;y;ivaLJ,3L1uv of swmall boat inspections has ueaﬁﬁa{

successful, it is ver isky ¥o extrapolate this success into the large sghip
market. They are xeal$§ two totally different industries with radically different,

practices ,operating procedures, equlpments » and requirements. They are similar
only in name.

ld perﬁﬁ a teenager%c managed’ t& memor ¥
a 11cense manual and pass a multiple choice test to be a Radio Inspector and
issue Radio Safety Certificates on behalf of the United States. Theoretically,
there is no requirement that this person ever have seen a ship, a ships radio
station, or for that matter even have seen the ocean before. , o i
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Clearly this is a gross abdication of the commission's responsiblity for
for wmaintaining ﬁublic safety. It is agginvitation to irresponsible behavior, -

corruption and possible ﬁisaster.’ - z .

8. I suggest that this deficiency can eaéily be corrected by changing the proposed
qualifications to be a radio inmspector. 1 would suggest they include the
following:

-
§ ! | | I

A. Minimum age 30. ,
B. A minimum of 10 years successful experience in the gepair of large

ssel radio, radar and generil electronics should‘be required. .
C.%A minimum of an A.S.E.E. degree or equivalant tra#ning should be
required. _
D. Certification or documented acceptance by atleast 2 major Class Societies
shonld be wegquired. “ _ e,
v . . o .. P N SO P 1 {ob - -t T as T R ";
E. A separate certiflicygijon sEructuxs : ' ba establishel t : tgmgkﬁﬁaw&myw L
dependent on operdtdr: licensing » T iz no Teason ta vogulice thes 4 - . o
inspector to be a-Morse Operator.:Many of the commission's gun - = .

inspectors can't copy morse, to any useful degree. Passing the technical
examination required for each class of vessel, should be sufficient.
F. Individual radio companies should be certified much the same way as the

F.A.A. certifies aviation shops.
Since the number of shops and individuals who would be involved in this
process would be relatively small and most of those involved in this field
are already well known to commission persommel , the burdem on the govermment
would be minimal and of short duration. There are probably less than 200
qualified individuals who are seriously involved in this field nation wide.
Movement of qualified individuals into this field would also be mirimal, so
there would be no significant 2g.going burden of the government. ' g

I believe privatizing radio inspections is definitely the best thing to do.
However,we should at least maintain standards at least as rigorous as those
maintained by the"Flag of Convenientae™. geare; |, as ceoresentaed by the various
Class Societies. W o
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